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March 19: Army spokespersons said one soldier was killed in a clash with rebels in Nuevo San
Carlos, Retalhuleu department. April 3: Army commander Victor Vasquez Echeverria reported that
his unit carried out a counterinsurgency operation in the jungles of El Peten department aimed
at repelling rebel forces and preventing rebel sabotage in the area. Vasquez Echeverria asserted
that the army would take action to halt rebel sabotage at all costs regardless of potentially negative
effects on the nation's image. April 13: In a communique released in Mexico City, the Guatemalan
National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) announced a unilateral truce for April 15-19, in observance
of Holy Week. The statement indicated that URNG combatants had been instructed to abstain
from offensive actions. April 28: Defense Minister Jose Domingo Garcia reported that a soldier
and a rebel died in a clash between URNG and army troops near a bridge on the Rio Achiguate,
71 km. south of Guatemala City. Garcia said that if the rebels do not understand the language of
peace, they will "enter into the dialogue of bullets." According to Garcia, 2,000 Civil Patrol (PAC)
members who had recently been demobilized would be brought back into service in order to carry
out counterinsurgency campaigns in the southern coastal region. He said, "The country is being
subjected to an abusive, hostile and criminal aggression on the part of the insurgents, and it is the
role of the army to defend the population." The minister asserted that renewed military offensives
did not constitute a break in the peace process. He said peace talks could continue in the "political
camp" while the army would continue to protect the civilian population. Next, Garcia called on
indigenous Guatemalans to abstain from involvement with the Campesino Unity Committee
(CUC), described as "the URNG's ethnic political wing." He characterized CUC as an "illegal and
clandestine [organization] linked to subversion." May 3: In a statement, the URNG reported 45 army
troop casualties during recent fighting on the southern coast. May 5: The URNG reported that on
April 27, army aircraft dropped five bombs, and soldiers launched 20 mortars against civilian targets
in El Quiche department. Unidentified assailants used an RPG-7 rocket launcher in an attack against
a police post on the outskirts of Guatemala City. A nearby home was damaged. Army spokespersons
said rebels were responsible for the incident. (Basic data from Notimex, 04/03/92, 04/06/92, 04/13/92;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/07/92, 04/28/92, 05/03/92,
05/05/92; Agence France-Presse, 03/19/92, 04/06/92, 04/28/92, 05/07/92)
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